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(For an excellent article on the "Virginia Troops in the Revolution," 
by Dfl. John H. Latane, see "The South in the Upbuilding a$. the Nation," 
Vol- I., 90-97.) 



OLDHAMS. 

(Communicated by R. C. Ballard Thurston.) 

Lieut-Col. William Oldham's family Bible states that he was 
born June 17, 1753, and was killed at St. Clair's defeat Novem- 
ber 4, 1791. He married July 24, 1783, Penelope daughter of 
Col. William Pope, of Jefferson County, Virginia, now Ken- 
tucky, and had four children: 

Judge John Pope Oldham, born February 28, 1785, 
Major Richard Oldham, born March 13, 1787, 
Abigail Oldham, born May 1, 1789, 
William Oldham, born 1791 ; died in infancy. 

After his death his widow and daughter married two 
brothers— Harry and Samuel Churchill, both long since dead. 

As one of his descendants, I have long been trying to locate 
his antecedents. My first authority (Miss Idelle Keys) gave 
his parents as John Oldham and Ann Conway, and his paternal 
grandparents as Samuel Oldham and Elizabeth Newton of West- 
moreland County, Virginia. Investigation proved that this 
Elizabeth was the daughter of Nehemiah Storke, and widow of 
Thomas Newton (who died in 1727) before she married Samuel 
Oldham, and that she had no Oldham children- A correspon- 
dent says the above was taken from Dr. Egles' Notes and Quer- 
ries which I have not consulted. 

My second authority (Mr. Samuel Oldham, of Zanesville, 
Ohio) makes Lieut.-Coln. William Oldham a son of Isaac Old- 
ham by a first marriage. 

My third authority (Mrs. Danske Dandridge in her "Historic 
Shepherdstown") makes him a son of Samuel Oldham, of 
Berkeley Co., Va., now W. Va. 

He is claimed by too many lines to suit me and so I started 
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a systematic search to ascertain, if possible, the truth, with the 
following results: 

In the Draper manuscripts in the State Historical Society 
at Madison, Wisconsin (Vol. 37 J, page 114, etc) are four let- 
ters from Judge John Pope Oldham, dated 1845 to 1847 in which 
he states that his father, Lieut. Col. Wm. Oldham, "was born in 
1752 in Berkeley Co., Va. His parents were farmers in middle 
circumstances." 

"Besides William, they raised two sons and four daughters, 
Samuel the eldest removed to Kentucky in 1784, settled near 
Louisville, and died at an advanced age" (Died in 1823) "Con- 
way the youngest entered the Revolutionary Army in 1775, 
continued in it until the Battle of Eutaw Sprints, where he fell, 
having then, I believe, the rank of Major." (Note: — he attained 
the rank of Captain not Major). 

"The two eldest daughters removed early to Pittsburg, one 
as the wife of Genl. John Neville, and the other as wife of 
Maj. Kirkpatrick." 

"Another married Lawrence Ross — who for many years of 
his youth had been a captive with the Indians— removed to the 
neighborhood of Louisville at an early day, raised a large family 
and died in affluence at an advanced age. The other married a 
Mr. Lisle and remained in Virginia until her death." 

"William joined Daniel Morgan's Regt. as an ensign in 1775, 
marched to Boston," etc., etc., was in the battles of Brandywine 
and Monmouth, was actively engaged in both battles and near 
being taken prisoner in the former. "He resigned his commis- 
sion in the Army in the spring of 1779, having then the rank of 
Captain, and came directly to Louisville, Ky." &c, &c. 

"In 1791 William Oldham was appointed to command the 
Kentucky troops." 

"My knowledge of the facts, I have stated, was derived from 
my mother and others intimately acqainted with my father — I 
think there can be no question as to their accuracy." 

That one of his sisters who married Coin- John Neville was 
Winifred (also Winney in deeds) Oldham, born 1736, married 
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August 24, 1754, died 1797, and burried in the old Presbyterian 
church yard in Pittsburg, Pa. 

His sister Mary Ann Oldham was the one who married 
Major Abraham Kirkpatrick (born in Cecil Co., Md., 1749, was 
in the Revolutionary War, and died in Pittsburg, Pa. 1817) 

Another Sister, Susan Oldham, born January 1, 1746, mar- 
ried about 1762 (their eldest son Shapley Ross was born Febru- 
ary 12, 1763) Lawrence Ross (born 1722 died 1818), moved to 
Kentucky where they lived near Louisville. She died between 
1818 and 1822. Hayden on page 527 in his Genealogies says that 
Mrs. Lawrence Ross was a daughter of Coin. Wm. Oldham of 
Jefferson Co., Ky-, whereas she was his sister. 

From other sources, I learn that General Daniel Morgan mar- 
ried into the family, one saying that he and General John Ne- 
ville were brothers-in-law- Genl. Morgan's wife was named 
Abigail. (See History of Frederick Co., Va., by Cartmell p. 271) 
She was probably the Abigail Oldham, who with William Old- 
ham, Conway Oldham and others witnessed the deeds from John 
Neville and wife to the Reverend Charles Mynn Thruston, April, 
J 775> (See Deed book 3, pages 406 to 408, Martinsburg Berke- 
ley Co., W. Va.) and doubtless was another sister of Coin. Wil- 
liam Oldham, unknown to or overlooked by Judge John P. Old- 
ham in his letter to Dr. Draper- 

In the Pension Office at Washington (Bounty Land Claim 
No. 503) I learn that Samuel Oldham was "the heir at law of 
Conway Oldham" who was killed at the battle of Eutaw Springs, 
S. C, 1781, and that said Samuel Oldham was living in Jefferson 
Co., Ky., in March, 1807. 

From the deed records at Martinsburg, Berkeley Co., W. Va., 
I learn that the Samuel Oldham who was deputy sheriff, tax col- 
lector, etc., etc., there bought three tracts of land in 1773, 1775 
and 1777. These he sold in 1779, 1780 and 1784- He does not 
appear on these records after that date, that being the year when 
he removed to Kentucky. 

Berkeley County was formed in 1772 out of Frederick Co., 
Va. In the Frederick County Court deed records at Winches- 
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ter, Va., Vol. XV, pages 77 and 78, under date of August 5th and 
6th, 1770, there is a deed from "Samuel Oldham of the county 
of Frederick and "Colony of Virginia, son and heir at law of 
John Oldham, late of "the County of Prince William, deceased," 
to Christian Grove of the same County, conveying a certain tract 
of land in Frederick Co., (formerly Augusta) containing 400 
acres "the same being granted to the said John Oldham, dec'd, by 
deed from under the hand and seal of the Right Honourable 
Thomas Lord Fairfax, Proprietor," etc., etc., "bearing date the 
24th day of November, 1752." 

Summary. 

Judge John Pope Oldham was from 33 to 38 years old when 
his aunt Susan Ross and his uncle Samuel Oldham died. They 
had been neighbors of his from about the date of his birth and he 
knew them well. I think, therefore, it was reasonably certain 
that his father, Lieut- Coin. William Oldham, was brother to 
Samuel and Conway Oldham, Mrs. Neville, Mrs. Kirkpatrick 
and Mrs. Ross, and probably Mrs. Morgan also. 

Samuel and William Oldham and their sister M'rs. Ross 
came to Kentucky from Berkeley Co., Va., (now W. Va.) and 
whilst I have no absolute identification of the Samuel Oldham 
of Frederick Co., Va., in 1770, with the Samuel Oldham of 
Berkeley Co., in 1773 to 1784, he could very readily have been 
the same without even changing his residence, since Berkeley 
County was formed from Frederick in 1772, and I feel that it is 
not an unwarranted assumption to class them as one and the same 
individual, in which assumption local historians agree with me. 

Louisville, Ky., March 3, 191 1. 



